
THE CAMBRIDGE CLIMATE 

CHALLENGE 2026 
Terms and conditions 
 

These terms and conditions apply to the Cambridge Climate Challenge 2026 (“the 

Competition”). By submitting an entry to the Competition, entrants confirm that they have 

read and understood these terms and conditions and agree to be bound by them. Persons 

submitting entries to the Competition on behalf of teams must have written authority from 

all team members to do so. 

1. Organiser of the Competition 

1.1  The organiser of the Competition is The Chancellor, Masters, and Scholars of the 

University of Cambridge (“the University”). 

2. Eligibility 

2.1  All entrants must be aged 18 years or over. 

2.2  The Cambridge Climate Challenge is open to: 

2.2.1  Current Master’s students; 

2.2.2  Current PhD students; 

2.2.3  Postdoctoral researchers in current employment. 

2.3  Entry is via team submission only. No individual entries will be accepted or 

considered. 

2.4  Teams must consist of a minimum of 2 members and a maximum of 4. 

2.5  At least 50% of the team (i.e. at least one person in a team of two, and at least two 

people in a team of three) must: 

2.5.1   a postgraduate student or postdoctoral researcher at the University of 

Cambridge, as well as; 

2.5.2  be a resident of the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland). 

2.6  Other team members may include individuals not affiliated with the University of 

Cambridge and may be resident outside of the United Kingdom. 

2.7  Staff members within Cambridge Zero, Carbon13, Cambridge Enterprise Ltd, The 

Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership, the Maxwell Centre, Energy IRC, 



and King's Entrepreneurship Lab (E-Lab), and staff funded by Cambridge Zero and 

their immediate families are not permitted to take part in the Competition. 

2.8  Any questions regarding eligibility shall be determined by the University, whose 

determination shall be final. If unsure of eligibility, entrants should contact 

ben.taylor@zero.cam.ac.uk before submitting an entry. 

2.9  The University reserves the right to require reasonable evidence of eligibility before 

making payments of prizes. 

3. Entry 

3.1  The introductory stage of the competition opens on Thursday, 29 January 2026. To 

enter for the semi-final stage, teams must complete and submit the published entry 

form by 11:59pm GMT on Sunday 22 February 2026.  Entries will not be considered 

after this deadline. 

3.2 Teams may only enter for one track, and each participant may join only one team at 

registration. 

4. Submissions 

4.1 Teams must generate proposals for a specific technology, policy, intervention, or 

campaign aimed at having a positive climate or carbon impact in accordance with the 

Competition brief. 

4.2 To be considered in the Competition, the proposals must not already have been 

implemented commercially, either on the University estate, or externally. 

4.3 Support can be sought from external bodies, but a majority of the work must be 

completed by the team members and is subject to Clause 8 (Intellectual Property) 

below. 

4.4 Any carbon savings must be estimated through thorough theoretical calculations 

and/or physical trial and metering. All calculations should use the current year’s 

carbon conversion factors published by the UK Government. 

5. Prize award and funding 

5.1  At each stage of the competition, proposals will be evaluated against the published 

criteria. 

5.2 The judges’ decision is final. The University will not enter into correspondence 

regarding the outcome of the Competition. Feedback will be provided at the 

University’s discretion. 

5.3 The University or any third-party nominee of the University reserves the right to 

award prizes dependent on the quality of Competition submissions and may not 

award one or more prizes where entries do not meet requisite standards. 



5.4 The University or any third-party nominee of the University does not undertake any 

obligation to advance submitted proposals. Should it choose to provide funding or 

support, it reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to discontinue such funding or 

support and to cease progressing a successful project at any time. 

5.5 Aside from the prizes, Teams will not be compensated for their time or costs incurred 

in developing proposals for the Competition. 

6. Payment of prize money 

6.1 Each team must designate a Team Lead who is a current postgraduate student or 

postdoctoral researcher at the University of Cambridge to receive the prize on behalf 

of the team. 

6.2 The Team Lead will ensure the prize money is shared amongst the registered 

members of winning teams. Failure to distribute prize money may result in the award 

being rescinded and prize money reclaimed from the Team Lead. 

6.3 Payments to staff may be subject to deduction of applicable tax. 

6.4 Payments may be made by the University or a third-party nominee of the University, 

including but not limited to Cambridge Enterprise Limited or Carbon13 Limited. 

7. Intellectual property and confidentiality 

7.1 Entrants are reminded that failure to take steps to preserve the confidentiality of their 

entries may result in loss of available intellectual property rights to protect the 

subject matter, including patentable inventions or registerable designs. 

7.2 Those receiving and judging Competition entries will be required to sign 

confidentiality undertakings in materially the form annexed to these terms and 

conditions. However, none of the University, Carbon13 Limited, Cambridge Enterprise 

Limited or King's Entrepreneurship Lab (E-Lab) is responsible for enforcement of any 

confidentiality obligations on entrants’ behalf nor do the University, Carbon13 

Limited, Cambridge Enterprise Limited or King's Entrepreneurship Lab (E-Lab) accept 

any liability for any breach of the confidentiality undertakings by individuals. 

7.3 Entrants warrant and represent that the submission of their Competition entries to 

the Competition, the grant of the licences at clause 7.5 and 7.6 below (and the 

exercise by the University or its Competition Partners of the rights granted), and their 

participation in the Competition, do not and will not infringe any third party 

intellectual property rights or constitute an unlawful act or breach of entrants’ 

obligations to any third parties in any applicable country or jurisdiction. 

7.4 Entrants must declare any third-party interests or involvement in their entry to the 

University on submission of their proposal. 

7.5  Entrants grant the University and its competition partners use of the public summary 

in their entry form for the purpose of promotion, operation and/or administration of 

the competition and any future equivalent or related competition or activity. For 

information contained within the public summary the entrant is granting the 



University and its Competition partners (including but not limited to Carbon13 

Limited, Cambridge Enterprise Limited and King's Entrepreneurship Lab (E-Lab)) a 

non-exclusive, worldwide, royalty-free, irrevocable licence (with right to grant 

sublicences), for the full period of any intellectual property rights, to copy, adapt, 

distribute, and publish via any media the entry public summaries for all purposes in 

connection with the promotion, operation, and/or administration of the Competition 

and any future equivalent or related competition or activity. 

7.6 Entrants further grant the University and its Competition partners a limited licence to 

copy, adapt, and distribute the substantive content of their entry solely in connection 

with the internal operation and administration of the Competition, including but not 

limited to for the purpose of judging and/or coaching/mentoring. 

8. Data protection  

8.1 The University will collect and process entrants’ personal information for the purpose 

of administering the Competition, contacting entrants, and producing 

communications materials and publicity related to the Competition. 

8.2 This personal information includes names, contact details, any personal information 

supplied in competition entries, and, for successful entrants, financial information to 

enable prizes to be awarded (e.g. bank details). 

8.3 We will also collect diversity data for statistical monitoring purposes. However, the 

provision of this data is optional. 

8.4 For these purposes, the University is a data controller in respect of entrants’ personal 

data. 

8.5 The University may share entrants’ personal information with internal departments 

solely in connection with the administration and delivery of the Competition, such as 

those judging entrants and venues hosting events. 

8.6 The University may share entrants’ personal information with external organisations 

solely in connection with the administration and delivery of the Competition, such as 

those judging entrants and venues hosting events.  These external organisations are 

the data processors of your personal information on our behalf. 

8.6 These external organisations include Carbon13, Cambridge Enterprise Ltd, and King's 

Entrepreneurship Lab (E-Lab). 

8.7 The diversity data described in clause 9.3 will not be shared with any third parties 

except in aggregated, anonymised form. 

8.8 The University will retain entrants’ personal information for 3 years after the end of 

the Competition. For more information about how the University handles and shares 

entrants’ personal information, and entrants’ rights under data protection legislation, 

please see https://www.informationcompliance.admin.cam.ac.uk/data-

protection/general-data 

9. Limitation of liability 

https://www.informationcompliance.admin.cam.ac.uk/data-protection/general-data
https://www.informationcompliance.admin.cam.ac.uk/data-protection/general-data


9.1 The University accepts no liability for any damage, loss, injury, or disappointment 

suffered by entrants as a result of participating in the competition or being selected 

for a prize. 

10. General  

10.1  The University reserves the right to hold void, suspend, cancel, or amend the 

Competition at its discretion. 

11. Governing law and jurisdiction 

11.1  These terms and conditions shall be governed by English law, and the parties submit 

to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England and Wales. If you have any 

questions, please email tom.twitchett@zero.cam.ac.uk. 

mailto:tom.twitchett@zero.cam.ac.uk

