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Educational insights from across Cambridge

Staff and students across the University are engaged in projects that allow our learners
to build confidence, knowledge, understanding and skills around climate and
sustainability through the formal curriculum. This page shares examples from some of
these.

2025 thought pieces

As part of the Summer 2025 Cambridge Zero Future Leaders Programme, Anya Kennedy
explored how climate and sustainability are being integrated into teaching across the
University. Anya’s internship produced several thought pieces to shed light on a range
of dimensions to climate and sustainability education at Cambridge.

Stories of the Anthropocene: Ecocriticism in Cambridge’s English Literature
curriculum

“Today we are living through the age of the Anthropocene, in a harsh world of increasing
temperatures, severe weather events and rising sea levels. Science offers essential
knowledge, but numbers alone cannot move people to act. To spark care and urgency,
we need stories, creativity, and imagination. Who better to tell the story of our planet
than writers themselves?”

Climate and sustainability in Medicine: The Planetary Health Report Card

"Climate change is a massive public health threat, but also one of the defining contexts
of students’ careers. The NHS in England has set net-zero targets, 2040 for its own
footprint and 2045 including its supply chain, so everything must transform within the
span of today’s medical students’ working lives. By the time they retire, the entire
system will have had to change. That’s why sustainability isn’t an add-on but a
fundamental part of being a good doctor.”
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Chemical Engineering & Biotechnology: Influencing the future of industry

“Chemical engineering is a course that is closely tied to applied studies, significantly
influencing the shape of our industry and shaping our ambitions for the future of the
industry. Understanding sustainability in the industrial context is crucial for our
graduates, so that they aim for responsible and nature-aligned approaches, being
mindful of limited resources, the need for recovery and recycling, as well as
restoration.”

Political Sciences: Dismantling boundaries between the environmental and the
economic

“Political economy has traditionally treated the economy and the environment as
separate domains, yet climate change exposes their deep interdependence. For
Professor Jeremy Green, this means revisiting classic debates and reimagining them
through the lens of the Anthropocene, where energy transitions, financial systems, and
ecological limits are inseparably linked.”

Embedding climate and sustainability in Materials Science teaching

“l think subjects like Materials Science have the most obvious links to sustainability.
We have huge polluting industries, so by changing how we do things that we teach, we
can change the world, right?”

Please contact Cambridge Zero if you have work that you would like to share here.



